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NEWSLETTER
FOCUS

CAPTURE THE SPIRIT OF
RAMADAN 2016

EXHIBITION

The holy month of Ramadan; the fasting month, always sparks the spirit that binds Muslims
together and considered as one on the most celebrated month in the Islamic world. For the third
consecutive year, the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia is proud to present the ‘Capture the Spirit of
Ramadan’ exhibition showcasing 56 specially selected photos from the submissions of the yearly
contest International Ramadan Photography Competition™ (IRPC), which has marked its 6th edition
this year. The collaboration with Studio Basel, founded by Dr. Basel Almisshal, an award-winning
architect, artist, and United Nations Photographic Council member under the context of “Bridging
Cultures & Inspiring Creativity”, aims to educate and enlighten visitors about the beauty of Islam
through the art of photography by sharing the cultural, spiritual and architectural splendours
from different parts of the world. Visitors will see the colorful celebrations of Ramadan, from the
mountains of Bosnia and Herzegovina, historical Shahi Eidgah from the Mughal dynasty to the
streets of Palestine, bringing a whole new perspective in understanding the Muslim culture.
To complement the visitor’s experience, IAMM has also published the “The Holy Month of Ramadan:
A Visual Celebration” catalogue that is available at the Museum Shop.
This exhibition opens to public from 26th May until 31st August 2016 at the Open Space Gallery.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Eid Mubarak to all our followers, friends and colleagues,
Beyond doubt the field of Islamic Art and Architecture is experiencing a shift from the predominant earlier
periods and classical dynasties to a broader geographical and chronological approach. IAMM’s seasonal exhibition
plan complements this diverse approach to Islamic Arts and the role of Islamic Art museums. This season, the
exhibition of “Dala’il al Khayrat: Prayer manuscripts from the 16th to 19th centuries” features the importance
of the content of manuscripts in museums, not merely from its aesthetic value but also as source of intellectual
reference to many scholars across the Muslim world. Similarly, this season, an exhibition on the scholarship
of medical manuscripts will highlight both the aesthetics, scientific and scholarship approach to manuscripts,
providing the reader and exhibition visitors with an entirely new approach to appreciating and understanding the
Muslim written world. The beauty of the illuminated and illustrated manuscripts attest to the fact that in the art
of the Islamic world, the highly valuable content is complemented by the finesse of painters and illuminators who
were educated and worked in organized workshops.
Complementing these exhibitions IAMM presents the beautiful and inspiring photographs of “Capture the spirit
of Ramadan 2016” and in collaboration with the Austrian Embassy, a preview of the Muslims in Austria and their
legacies.
With this diverse yet challenging exhibition calendar I wish you a blessed Eid and look forward for further
accomplishments throughout the year.

TADARUS AL-QUR’AN 2016

IAMM welcome the holy month of Ramadan for year 1437H with the annual Tadarus al-Qur’an programme.
Starting from 28th May 2016, the participants joined respectable instructors to recite al-Qur’an one juzuk per
day until its closing on 25th June 2016. It has become a proud tradition for IAMM to host such a noble event
throughout the years.

IAMM LATEST ACQUISITIONS

An Ottoman sword and scabbard,
signed by Ahmed al-Khurasani,
Turkey, 18th century AD

An illuminated prayer book, signed by
Husayn al-Hilmi, Turkey, Ottoman, dated
1262 AH/1845 AD

A rare large circular Qur’an, copied
by Hasan Nahsin, Turkey, Ottoman,
dated 1262 AH/1845 AD

Sharh Hidayat al-Hikma, by Mawlana Zadeh
Ahmad bin Mahmud al-Harawi, Timurid and
Safavid Iran, the text is from the 15th century,
the drawing added circa 1600-50 AD

A pair of Mamluk carved wood and ivoryinlaid panels, Egypt, 14th century AD,
mounted as doors, 19th century AD

IAMM EDUCATION
INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM DAY 2016
Since 1978, museums around the world celebrate
the annual International Museum Day on 18th May.
Following this year’s theme, ‘Museum and Cultural
Landscape’, IAMM has organised a one-day celebration
at the Inverted Dome Pavilion. Various activities were
prepared for visitors: Arts & Crafts and Creative Art
corner, Conservation Investigation corner, Learn About
Geometric Pattern, Qasidah performance, Arabic
calligraphy demonstration, traditional games, puzzles,
photo booth and many more. IAMM also hosted a
talented young artist; Nasreen Lyana, batik specialist;
Ruzz Gahara; and doodlers from Paper Plane Project.
The event recorded an astounding attendance of 953
participants, not including walk-in visitors. The event
ended at 5:30 pm.

FINAL EXAMINATION OF KURSUS SENI KHAT &
KRAF 2016
After almost six months of intensive classes, the final
examination of Kursus Seni Khat & Kraf 2016 was
held. The participants, whom were categorised into
Basic (Children & Teens), Basic (Adult) and Advanced
were tested for 3 hours. The questions were designed
by instructors from The National Islamic Calligraphy
Association.

ARTSY-CRAFTSY @ IAMM
(LET’S PAINT WITH JAJA YUSOF & SHADOW
PUPPET AND STORYTELLING SESSION)
To appreciate art, one must first experience making
art. In the spirit of drawing out artistic talents and
inspiring young generation to appreciate art, ArtsyCraftsy @ IAMM was organised on 21st May 2016.
Consisted of two sessions, Let’s Paint with Yusof in
the morning, and Shadow Puppet and Storytelling
show in the evening, this programme was joined
by 18 enthusiastic and creative children. Jaja
Yusof, a professional painting instructor taught the
participants Agal Vilaku arts or painting on clay. Later
that day, the children joined us in delivering classic
Asian folklore through the performance of traditional
shadow puppets (also known as wayang kulit), with
the accompaniment of musical instruments such as
kompang, gamelan and gong.

IAMM HIGHLIGHTS
“TOP CHOICE 2016” TOURIST ATTRACTIONS
MEDAL AND OTHER AWARDS FOR IAMM
The Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia has been awarded
with “TOP CHOICE 2016” medal for category Tourist
Attractions by www. lianorg.com, an authentic and
professional tourist information website focusing on
providing overall travel information.
This award adds to IAMM’s previous recognitions, the
“Travellers’ Choice Award” in 2013 & 2015 as well as
“Certificate of Excellence” in 2014 that were awarded
by the Tripadvisor, world’s influential and largest
travel site. In 2014, the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia
received the KL Mayor Tourism Awards for Attractions:
Museum and Gallery category. This prestigious award
honoured to establishments and individuals that
delivered innovations and quality in tourism sector of
Kuala Lumpur as well as contributed to the increasing
number of visitors to the city.
This is evidence with the increasing number of visitors
from China and Japan, as well as from USA and United
Kingdom in 2016. IAMM also received a significant
number of visitors from the Middle East, Europe and
other parts of the regions across the globe.

SPECIAL VISITS
April – June 2016
• His Majesty Carl XVI Gustaf, King of Sweden &
Queen of Sweden
• Prince Sultan bin Salman, Saudi Arabia.
Badan Kehakiman Negara Sudan, Tetamu
Kenamaan Badan Kehakiman
• H.E Song Tao, Minister of International Department
of CPC Central Committee
• Pakistan Minister of Defence Production
• Secretary of Minister Defence Production, Major
General Tariq Ghafoor
• Malay Heritage Centre
• TYT Dr. Abdullah bin Mohammed bin Ibrahim AlSheikh, Speaker of the Majlis Ash-Hura Council of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
• Chinese People’s Institute of Foreign Affairs (CPIFA)
• Delegasi Lawatan Kerja YB Menteri Pelancongan
dan Kebudayaan Malaysia bersama Exco PBB
Cawangan N.4 Pantai Damai, Kuching Sarawak
• Taiwan’s National Arts Education Center.

His Majesty Carl XVI Gustaf, King of Sweden & Queen of
Sweden, together with Tunku Azizah Aminah Maimunah
Iskandariah Sultan Iskandar during the visit on
6th May 2016.

ADVERTISMENT

DALA’IL AL-KHAYRAT: PRAYER MANUSCRIPTS
FROM THE 16TH TO 19TH CENTURIES.
Author: Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia
Size : (W)26cm X (H)29cm
Year : 2016
ISBN No : 978-983-2591-12-2
Pages : 180
In conjunction with the “Dala’il al-Khayrat: Prayer Manuscripts from the 16th To 19th Centuries” exhibition, IAMM
is proud to announce the latest addition of its publications that will enhance the experience and knowledge about
these celebrated manuscripts from the Islamic world. Featuring more than 100 artefacts from the collection of the
Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia, the catalogue unveils the beauty and intricacy of the pages of Dala’il al-Khayrat
and other related artefacts. The collection highlights Dala’il al-Khayrat copies from its native land, Morocco to as
far as East Turkistan and China. Dala’il al-Khayrat has inspired calligraphers, illuminators and painters of court
ateliers in producing sumptuous illustrated and illuminated manuscripts. These manuscripts reveal the history
and the diverse art form of the Islamic world. The catalogue, which measures 26cm (W) x 29cm (H), offers 180
pages of informative contents about one of the most important manuscript in the Islamic world.

MUSEUM SHOP
Replica copy of the Islamic
Chinese Calligraphy from the
original collection of the Islamic
Arts Museum Malaysia – Shrink
wrap
Price: RM 37.10
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